Following
the
Fridenstines
God is already doing amazing things in Cojutepeque, El Salvador this 2021! We are
thankful and amazed every day by His mercies and goodness to us.
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Yesterday was Friend Day here at Emmanuel Baptist Church. We had a full auditorium
with 22 first time visitors and many other families returning for the first time since the
quarantine last year. We had lunch for all and had a couple follow Christ in baptism.
Loving people and being patient in their spiritual growth is so very important. We have
been working with this couple, Joel and Flor, literally for two solid years although we
met them soon after arriving here in El Salvador over nine years ago. Fruit sometimes
takes years to grow, but it is worth every meal, prayer, tear, late night and dollar spent to
see the smiles on their faces once they finally surrendered to following Jesus! Just as
our mentoring pastors have shown and taught us, staying through the tough times
brings about results - so hang in there!! Stick and stay - it will pay!
Thank you to ALL of our prayer warriors and supporters for the extra help in the Christian
school to finish off the year. God used His servants to meet the immediate need and
help begin the new year as well. We are continuing on virtually in our school as the
government has not given permission to have classes in person yet. However, our
quality and spirits are high and we are doing our very best to put out strong, Biblical
education for the almost 300 students enrolled in our school this year.
We have seen nine precious souls receive Christ as Savior already this year. Honestly,
they are fruit from our Live Stream services and web presence. Marilu lives in our
neighborhood. One of our families, Rey and Dorys, had been inviting her to church but
she had never come. Early in the quarantine, Esther and the kids made a plate of
cookies with an invitation to watch our online services and we delivered them as a
family to each person in our small community. Marilu started watching online. Near
Christmas time, she came for the first time in person and has been faithful every Sunday
evening and Wednesday evening since. The night of the ladies’ meeting on January 29,
she could not wait any longer and Leanne lead her to Christ. She said afterwards, “I am
so happy that tonight, I will finally be able to sleep again!” The work of the Holy Spirit in
hearts is amazing and it is such a blessing to walk with Him and be available to work as
a team in the harvest of souls.

We have just begun a new program within our ministries. It is something that has been on my
heart for years and with several young men called to full-time ministry from our church and
school ministries, we had to do something! We now have an internship opportunity for young
men who have been called to full-time ministry. Right now we have six young men in the
program. They are in our seminary, but are now also getting to see the practical, day in and
day out ministry from finances, teaching, mechanics, construction, computers, technology,
how to soul win, make follow-up visits and hospital visits and so much more. The idea is to train
them up and send them out to other cities in El Salvador and around the world.
On that note, we are accepting our first four families into ABIL-Misions, our new Latin
American Mission Board, this week. We had been waiting for our first approval processes and
candidate school until we could meet in person, but we cannot wait any longer! We have gone
virtual with the process. The missionaries had their interviews last week and this week we will
have our first classes for them in our candidate school. The world needs these laborers and we
have to get them out!
I also want to mention Walter and Mayra Menjivar - the first missionaries that we are sending
out of our ministry. They started full-time deputation the first week of January and they are
staying very busy with a full schedule traveling here in El Salvador for the moment and
hoping to go over to Honduras next month. Please pray that the borders will open a little
more so that it is not so expensive to pass over with their family as of right now a COVID test is
needed both directions. It is possible to raise missionary support here in Central America
because God’s plan works in all nations and cultures. We just have to follow and trust!
Our family is well. Joel, Micah and Isaí are continuing strong in their schooling here in our
virtual school. Joel will be turning 12 in April - he is growing into a responsible young man
who loves to serve others. Micah is really starting to capture new concepts, loves routine and
does not forget anything! Isaí graduated from Kindergarten and is now starting 1st grade!
Thank you for allowing us to be your missionaries. We love and appreciate each one of you.
Thank you for investing in El Salvador.
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